THAMES FARM ACTION GROUP (TFAG) UPDATE 14

Sent to the residents who registered on the TFAG database

STOP PRESS
THAMES FARM APPEALING AGAINST REFUSAL OF SODC TO GRANT CERTIFICATE OF LAWFUL DEVELOPMENT 

It has been a year since the last update, largely due to the lack of action from Taylor Wimpey since SODC required a new Planning  Application to progress the development of Thames Farm in the event that Grouting of the site was needed by the owner to develop it
However TFAG has not been idle and has been responding to the former Wyevale premises development proposals due to similar concerns regarding the risk to the aquifers as with the Thames Farm development. It was only disclosed after an Outline Consent had been granted, that the developer wanted/needed to use piling in order to develop the site as it was proposing. The indications are that they would want to pile THROUGH the aquifers below the site! 
This is a very material change to the scheme and was not contemplated at the time that the Outline Consent was granted.

It is all about the Aquifer.
To remind residents, the Thames Farm and Wyevale sites lie above major aquifers which are the primary source of Henley’s and Shiplake’s drinking water supply. It is the reason why the Thames Farm site has dissolution features (sink holes) as the aquifers continually erode the chalk sub strata and it is also why Taylor Wimpey planned to concrete the whole site to stabilise the ground on which they intended to build a significant housing estate. It is also the reason why the developers of the Wyevale site are proposing to pile the ground to a depth of 16 metres or more to stabilise the ground for their development.
TFAG believes that both developments could severely impact the aquifers and therefore potentially the water supply to Henley and Shiplake. Drinking water  after all is a fundamental right and necessity for all residents.
The land above and around the aquifers has been designated by the Environment Agency within the highest possible category of protection, and so it is incredulous that two developments which propose to fill the ground above with concrete, or deep piling are even given consideration by SODC. The aquifers should remain sacrosanct as it is  the entire communities drinking water and should be protected/not put at risk, at all costs.
So, over the last twelve months TFAG has been remonstrating with SODC and also the EA, having commissioned a number of independent reports regarding the plans by both developers. This all  highlights significant deficiencies in the way in which the planning department at SODC and elsewhere operate and also inaccuracies and insufficient information provided by developers in order to secure outline Planning Consents!!!

Where is The Environment Agency?
Good question! One might think, that given that the aquifers have been categorised as worthy of the highest possible protection, they would consider that major engineering works in or around the aquifers would be high profile and would be considered high risk. Unfortunately that appears not to be the case! Both SODC and the Environment Agency appear to have overlooked the ‘protected status’ of the land on multiple occasions, and cursorily waived both developments through without adequate due care and attention. Odd you might think when the aquifers are rated by their own standards, worthy of the highest level of protection (SPZ1 Source Protection Zone 1) and indeed when it is clear that the need for water supply is so important in the UK. The most likely explanations for this ‘beggar belief’,  and hence the need for TFAG to repeatedly highlight the issues to SODC and the wider community,  but only after taking considered independent expert advice from very highly regarded/respected consultants.
As a result of these concerns, and the fact that a number of Planning Applications in respect of the former Wyevale site are currently in the system with SODC for determination, we have brought the issues to the attention not only of the EA and SODC, but also the responsible Minister, the Local MP, local Councillors and all of the parish/town councils concerned. 
We are also submitting a complaint to the  Office for Environmental Protection ( the regulator responsible for monitoring the EA and its handling of this matter) after receiving an unsatisfactory response from the EA to our request for them to fully and properly engage with SODC given the new requirement to pile.The press and media are also being contacted, and if necessary we may ask the local community to add their weight and support, and to show seriousness and strength and depth of feeling.
TFAG’s lawyers are also being consulted, with a view to their reminding the Authorities of their statutory responsibilities to protect groundwater in an SPZ.

STOP PRESS
Hot off the presses, we are advised that Taylor Wimpey are APPEALING the decision to not grant a lawful development certificate  by SODC. This means they are seeking a declaration that all of the proposed groundworks of grouting the sub strata to 16m deep is included as part of their extant Planning Permission. 
We have only just heard this and bizarrely, the Appeal began on 19 September and we have a matter of days to make comments. TFAG is establishing why we were only told of the Appeal yesterday when the Appeal documents appear to be dated mid July 2023. We shall obviously be seeking an extension to time!!
Other News.
John Sawbridge has stepped down from his role within TFAG as he has taken up a new job and cannot devote the necessary time to the group. We would all like to thank John for his contribution to TFAG. He assures us that he will continue to be a vociferous supporter going forward.
TFAG would like to welcome Stephen Seabury to the group. Stephen has lived in the village for 30 years, and brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise in civil and water engineering which will be invaluable going forward.

Funds.
The residents and the Parish Council contributed approx. £21,000 to the TFAG ‘fighting fund’.
TFAG has spent approx. £15,000 to date, the majority on independent engineering reports and some on legal advice.
Thank you for your continued support.

TFAG.

