SODC ward councillors’ report
Shiplake – 8 April 2024

Election updates
1) We need polling station staff! - SODC are looking for people to work as poll clerks and presiding officers on Thursday 2 May for the Police and Crime Commissioner Election. Please encourage residents in your community to register their interest – they could earn from £182 to £233. Details here.

2) The deadline to register to vote is midnight on 16 April. If you are not already registered to vote at your current address, apply online now at gov.uk/register-to-vote, it takes just five minutes. Please remember to bring recognised photo ID.

3) Postal vote changes - SODC has announced that political campaigners face restrictions on handling postal votes (only for close family and/or if caring for someone), while a maximum of five can be handed in by any one individual. The changes apply from 2 May.

Offer your views
1) Waste satisfaction survey- SODC are inviting residents to take part in our latest survey to tell us what they think of our waste services – that includes waste and recycling, food waste collections and street cleaning services. The survey closes on 23 April.

2) Survey on climate action - SODC have sent a short survey to all town and parish councils asking how to help improve the climate and our natural environment. The survey closes on 18 April.

3) Shape the future of sporting and leisure facilities – SODC is running a consultation asking for views on playing pitches and leisure facilities. The survey closes on 17 April.

£3.6 million for electric vehicle infrastructure
Oxfordshire will receive £3.6 million to triple its number of public electric vehicle (EV) chargers after the county’s Local EV Infrastructure (LEVI) bid was approved.

Money from the Department for Transport will seed fund a major rollout of infrastructure worth over £10m that will see more than 1,300 public chargers delivered in the county by the end of 2025. The rest of the funding will largely come from EV chargepoint operators.

Oxfordshire County Council led the application in close collaboration with SODC and other Oxfordshire local authorities.

The focus will be on standard 7kW chargers that residents without home chargers can use overnight at discounted rates. The new EV chargers network will also provide much needed top-up charging for residents, visitors, commuters and working drivers during the daytime.

The scheme is expected to include the installation of rapid chargers and charging bays suitable for van drivers, disabled drivers and EV car clubs. Most of the new EV chargers will be installed in off-street parking locations such as council car parks.

The county council is also looking to launch a grant scheme to enable parish councils and associations to create community EV charging microhubs by installing EV chargers at village halls and community centres.

Some council car park fees to change from April 1
New fees for car parks in South Oxfordshire have been introduced from the start of April.
The car park fees are being simplified and rounded to the nearest whole pound, while all car parks will continue to have a period of free parking (one hour in Henley).  This means some of the fees are being reduced by up to 16 percent while other will see modest increases. Parking permits rates have also been frozen.

The additional parking income from the rises means SODC can match the cost of managing and running our car parks, otherwise they’d have to divert funding from other council services to subsidise car parking.

All funds from car parking fees and permits are invested back into providing the service and making wider improvements to community travel.

Extra April garden waste collection
Residents who are subscribed to the district council brown bin garden waste service can have extra garden waste collected for free, on their normal collection day only, between 15 and 26 April. You can put out a maximum of up to four additional sacks of garden waste, per brown bin subscription, next to your brown bin. 

To be eligible for collection, the extra waste must contain only natural garden waste, such as cut grass, plants or branches and be placed in standard sized (60L) sacks or in boxes / containers totalling no more than a standard bin full. Where possible, please use cardboard boxes as these are much more environmentally friendly than plastic sacks.

Please DO NOT use tonne builders’ waste bags – SODC crews will not collect any garden waste from these.

All the garden waste collected will be taken to a facility near Wallingford where it is composted.  The compost will then be sold on to local farmers for use on their farmland.

Empty homes policy 
SODC’s new Empty Homes Policy, approved by Cabinet last month, will help to bring more empty homes back into use. The aim will be to enable homes to become reoccupied, with a focus on making homes available for those that are in most need of housing.

SODC will also be offering residents advice on reporting any empty homes causing issues in their neighbourhoods.

Henley Disability Open Day
An open day with a range of disability friendly activities, completely free of charge, is being held at Henley Leisure Centre. This event, being held from 10am – 2pm on Sunday 21 April, is in partnership with the Regatta for the Disabled, with special offers on continued activity at the leisure centre available on the day. Opportunities to tour the gym and facilities will also be available as well as learning more about the Regatta for the Disabled in Henley. For more information, please email henley@gll.org

Services changes at Oxford Bus Company
Oxford Bus Company has announced they are making some changes to services in Oxford City and South Oxfordshire from 14 April 2024. Find out more and view the changes services on the Oxford Bus Company website.
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